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Airmen set to scale Mount Kilimanjaro 100th MSS Airman runs for AF track, field team
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The Commander’s Action Line is
a direct avenue to me addressing

your issues, complaints or
suggestions. When normal

chain of command policies
have not been able to
resolve your concerns, 
e-mail the Action Line to
action.line@

mildenhall.af.mil, mail
to 100ARW/PA, Unit

4890, Box 190, APO AE
09459, or call 238-2426

or 01638-542426.  
To receive a reply, spell out your last

name and leave a P.O. box and telephone
number. Matters of base-wide importance
may be published in the Marauder.

On the cover

The Marauder is printed by Forest Publishing, P.O. Box
504, Wroxton, Banbury 01295-738674, a private firm in no way
connected with the U.S. Air Force and under exclusive written
contract with the 100th Air Refueling Wing.  

This commercial enterprise magazine is an authorized
publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.
Contents of the magazine are not necessarily the official views
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air Force.  

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the DoD, Department of the Air Force or Forest Publishing of
the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in
this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.  

�Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
100th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs office at RAF
Mildenhall, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 8NF.   
�Office hours are weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and the editor can be reached at 238-2654.    
�All photos are U.S. Air Force photos unless specified
otherwise. 
�The deadline for submissions to the Marauder is          
5 p.m. Wednesday, nine days prior to publication. 
�Requests for photos to be included in the Marauder
must be worked through the editor.    
�To place an ad, call Forest Publishing at 01295- 
738674.
�Servicemembers and their families are encouraged to
submit any articles that inform, educate or entertain
Marauder readers, including stories highlighting
individuals for exemplary service or unique unit training. 
�E-mail submissions to: Marauder@mildenhall.af.mil.
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With America celebrating its 230th
birthday, people in the United States
and abroad will be celebrating the July
4th holiday next week. See pages 12
and 13 for information on what’s
available.  (Graphic  illustration by Senior
Airman Michael Gibbs)
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computers by Dec. 31.
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Mount Kilimanjaro: Bring it on!
BY KAREN ABEYASEKERE
100th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

SSeeee  KKiilliimmaannjjaarroo,, PPaaggee  1100

Sortie board rates
MMiissssiioonn  ccaappaabbiilliittyy:: 84 percent
(standard is 84 percent)
DDeeppaarrttuurree  rreelliiaabbiilliittyy:: 91.7 percent
(standard is 95 percent)
AAiirr  rreeffuueelliinngg  eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss::
100 percent (standard is 90 percent)

(Information courtesy of the 100th
Maintenance Operations Squadron and
current as of Tuesday)

NEWS BRIEFS

HHoolliiddaayy  cclloossuurreess
�The RAF Feltwell Furnishings

Management Office will close at noon
Monday because of traffic restrictions
during the July 4 event. The office will
reopen Tuesday at 10 a.m. 

For more information, call 226-
7154.
�The RAF Mildenhall Commissary

will be closed Tuesday. It will reopen
as usual Wednesday.

MMooDD  eemmppllooyyeeeess  oonn  UU..SS..  hhoolliiddaayyss  
Supervisors of Ministry of Defence

employees are able to use a liberal
leave policy Tuesday, Independence
Day, especially if work requirements

are significantly reduced. Employees
are required to work or may request
leave, but will be excused from duty,
with pay, only when circumstances
prevent management from assigning
duties.

For more information, call Michele
Hortenstine at 238-4526.

WWhhaatt’’ss  iinn  tthhee  wwaatteerr??
A report listing everything in the

drinking water on base can be found at
hhttttppss::////4488mmeeddwweebb..llaakkeennhheeaatthh..aaff..mmiill//aa
mmddss  --ssggppbb//EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall..hhttmm, or call
226-8047.

1166tthh  AAFF  rreettiirreemmeenntt  nneeaarrss
Col. Bradley P. Grant, 16th Air Force,

will retire July 27 at a ceremony at
10 a.m. in Middleton Hall.

Everyone is invited to attend.
Replies must be given by July 13. 

Dress is uniform of the day for
military and daily business attire for
civilians.

For more information, or to
respond, call 238-3278, or e-mail
1166aaff..jjaa..ddeett33@@  mmiillddeennhhaallll..aaff..mmiill..

(Editor’s note: This is the first part of a two-
part series)

Another year, another mountain ––
and this time, it's Mount
Kilimanjaro.

Capt. Rob Marshall, 67th Special
Operations Squadron MC-130 Combat
Shadow pilot, and 1st Lt. Mark Uberuaga,
21st Special Operations Squadron MH-53
Pave Low pilot, are launching phase two of
their “Seven Summits Challenge," first
started in July 2005, when they climbed
Mount Elbrus in Russia.

The two friends are planning to climb
Tanzania's Mount Kilimanjaro –– which, at
19,339 feet, is the highest summit in Africa.
What's different this time around is that
they're being joined by friends and family
who'll bring their climbing team up to 10
people.  

The climb, scheduled to take part in
mid-July will be followed by a four-day safari
giving them all a chance to unwind.

Their long-range goal is to fly the Air
Force flag from the top of the highest peak
on each continent. Captain Marshall said he
envisions the challenge as a way to
promote pride in the Air Force and to

highlight the diversity and accomplishments
of Air Force members.  

"I hope the Seven Summits Challenge
will inspire people to get in shape and reach
for those difficult goals we all dream of
achieving," he said. "I also hope it will act as
a force multiplier –– something everyone in
the Air Force can be proud of."

In addition to their goal of promoting Air
Force pride, accomplishments and fitness,
the duo are using their love of mountains to
support a charity important to them and
their Special Operations compatriots. 

They hope to raise $10,000 for the
Special Operations Warrior Foundation –– a
charity which provides college grants to the
children of fallen Special Operations
personnel. During their climb of Mount
Elbrus last year the two raised more than
$2,000 for the foundation.

Along with Captain Marshall's sister and
Lieutenant Uberuaga's father, Capt. Heather

Healy, the 16th Air Force vice commander's
aide-de-camp, Capt. Ryan Wilson and 1st Lt.
Nichelle Brokering, both 351st Air Refueling
Squadron pilots, and Capt. Jamie Rivas, an
aerospace physiologist with the 48th
Fighter Wing at RAF Lakenheath, will also
be making the climb.

"I'm thrilled to be taking part in this
adventure," said Capt. Healy. "It's all pure
excitement. I'm not scared or anxious, just
ready to get on and do it. Mark and Rob are
really accomplished climbers, and I know
that for anyone wanting to do a climb like
this, these are they guys to do it with."

Lieutenant Uberuaga has been a guide at
Mt. McKinley in Alaska, and both men have
climbed mountains all over the world,
numerous times.

"This is such a monumental challenge for
those of us who haven't got mountain
climbing experience," Captain Healy added.
"We're taking a longer and more difficult
route than people usually do when
ascending Mount Kilimanjaro, but it will
allow us more time to get acclimated."

Coordinating the climb has been a
difficult task because of everyone's varying
schedules and the current operations
tempo, but Captain Healy said once a date

‘Seven summits challenge’ — the climb continues

What to know:

To sponsor the team for its climb 
e-mail either robert.marshall@

mildenhall.af.mil, mark.uberuaga@
mildenhall.af.mil, or

USAF7summits@ hotmail.com.
Alternatively, visit usaf7 summits.com

or specialops.org.
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was set, the challenge just
built momentum, and worked
out for everyone.

Although the effort isn't
officially being sponsored by
the Air Force, the challenge co-
founders are doing all they can
to make the U.S. Air Force the
first government or military
organization to accomplish
such a feat. 

After this climb, the two
hope to work with the Air
Force to get future ascents
sanctioned by an Air Force
Sports program or other
official means.

Training for the Climb
To prepare for the arduous

journey that lies ahead,
Captain Marshall and
Lieutenant Uberuaga have
relied heavily on Air Force
facilities to help increase their
fitness and allow them to
practice their climbing skills
and techniques.

“We use both gyms at RAF
Mildenhall, focusing on cardio
work and endurance training,”
said Captain Marshall.

“We have a great
relationship with outdoor
recreation and have gone on

trips with them, both to stay
active and for use as training
opportunities.”

He added that it’s difficult
to train for mountain climbing
in England, so as an
alternative they use the
stairmaster while wearing
heavy backpacks. They also do
a lot of hiking whenever the
chance arises.

“Everything we need to
train for this trip is essentially
available on base," Captain
Marshall said. "We do spinning
classes, the youth center has a
climbing wall, and the gyms
have everything we need for
our strength and endurance
training. It really proves the
Air Force provides the tools to
stay in shape –– you just have
to know how to use them.”

Captain Healy, who will
also be making the climb, said
although she has never done
anything on the scale of
reaching the top of Mount
Kilimanjaro, she has hiked
small mountains, such as
Mount Snowdon in Wales.

"It's only about 4,000 feet
high, which is comparable to
what we'll be doing each day
on this climb," she said.

"(Lieutenant Uberuaga)
gave me lots of tips for
climbing, including how to
pressure breathe and when to
take breaks so you don't
become exhausted."

"Nichelle has also had a very
positive experience working
with these guys. They ski-
mountaineered along the Alps
together, on what's known as

the Haute Route. 
She told me about the

patience they both showed,
and the complete and utter
trust she had in them; it really
encouraged me to make the
decision that I could, and
would, do this challenge. Mark
and Rob are the kind of guys
who really inspire you to their
cause," she said.

KKiilliimmaannjjaarroo,,  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  88

BY CAPT. JENNIFER LOVETT
U.S. Air Forces in Europe News Service

New standard desktop configuration approaches USAFE network users

U
.S. Air Forces in Europe is charging
forward with the Air Force initiative to
standardize all Windows-based

computers by Dec 31. This change will
provide every USAFE network user with a
standard PC configuration and enhance
network security.

Desktop standardization is not new to
USAFE users — USAFE implemented the
Standard Integrated Desktop over 24
months ago. “We have gained significant
lessons learned from our experience that
will aide significantly in this Air Force
project, called the Standard Desktop
Configuration,” said Master Sgt. Kelly
Burkhard, USAFE Computer Systems

Squadron, Section Chief, Technical
Support Branch.  

Although the SDC significantly alters
the configuration of the computer
software, the transition will be relatively
“painless”. Users may notice minor
changes in the desktop environment and
upgrades to common use applications.
Additionally, the SDC will remove
administrative privileges from the normal
user and prevent unauthorized
downloads, upgrades and software
installations.       

USAFE SDC implementation goals are:
15 percent command-wide by Jul 31;    70
percent command-wide by Sep 30; 100
percent command-wide by Dec 31. 

Users are not required to prepare for
SDC; however some precautions are

advised. “We recommend network users
ensure all data to include .pst files be
stored within “My Documents” in user
profiles and create a back up,” said
Sergeant Burkhard.

Immediate manual installs of the SDC
will be required for workstations that are
currently exempt from the USAFE SID
where exempt applications are compatible
with the SDC. USAFE is engineering an
automated tool to be used for all other
workstations. This tool will run  after duty
hours. Affected users will be notified in
advance to allow time for backing up data.

Air Force information technology
officials said all Air Force bases should be
operating with SDC by December.

For more information on AF SDC, go to
hhttttppss::////aaffeeccmmoo..gguunntteerr..aaff..mmiill//.

Training for peak performance: Capt. Rob Marshall, right,
67th Special Operations Squadron, and Capt. Nichelle
Brokering, 351st Air Refueling Squadron, work out in the
Hardstand Fitness and Wellness Center Tuesday. The
challenge members stationed here have been using base
facilities to help get them in top physical shape and ready for
their journey to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in July.

COURTESY PHOTO
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